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September 1, 1931. 


Mr. John Shryock 
4509 Regent Street 


Dear Sir: 

| ; In reply to your letter of August 
goth concerning reviewing the book on 
“Chinese Currency" by Fre Schjoth, I would 
be very giad to do the sams. 


Very bent yours, 


HWw:JG | Curator 


September 1, 1931. 


Mr. John Shryock 
4009 Regent Street 
Philadelphia, Pa. 


Dear Sir: 


_I am herewith sending a review of 
Schjoth's "Chinese Currency". I have treated 
the review differently than in most cases, 
as there is little that is controversal in it 
and the one or two errors I noticed were very — 
minor. The order of a few things I would have 
put differently but that is a matter of person-~ 
al opinion only. He seems to have treated the 
subject from a sane point of view and has follow- 
ed the best offerings on the subject, that ers 
those related to numismatics. — 


vary truly ee 


HW: JG Curator © 


a) T oars ee the Far Kast. The Schjoth Collection at the 
Peeiitcnatis Cabinet of the University of Oslo, Norway, by Fr. 

_ Sehjoth. London and Oslo 1929. Luzac & Co. IV $ 88 and 132 plates. 
: ; i : ; : ; 


. - ets This catalogue of 2200 coins of ‘tis ‘Fes Baek wan fovtumaeeiy written 
s ss by one who not only knew the series of coins he was deseribine but also, 
es a by having collected Ghee knew the actual coins themselves. It is re- 
os : freshing to peruse @ book on ghinese eolan that £2 not full of mis- 
ee inf ormat ion handed down, from most of the older Cyinese numismatic gaits: 
| which were prone to ascribe the dates of the older coinn to a period of 
4 | great antiquity. Today it is considered doubtful if any of the Chinese 
ee Cae. preted can be dated before ee eighth century B. C. In other words, the 
A beginning of Far Eastern and Greok sain took place at about the ice 
ae | time. The author has endeavor ed to put as much muscle and sinew aria 
i a bare skeleton as possibile, by putting a slight ifatailon) ‘beckersun’ 3 
es about the various coins where needed and a iatercoess the Chinese 


~ 
1. 


oS mena characters with their transliteration and translation as well as ex-— 


planation. Mrs schjoth is to be Soneritunated tor the pains he has 
taken in mking his deseriptions clear, and not assuming that the 
reader nas a Sinologue and knew as mech of the quh 99% as he did. 

The collection as a whole is a well rounded representative col- 
lection, though weak in the carlier odd shaped coins, as many forms 
and types are lacking. The pieces described and illustrated are never- 
tabiaan sufficient to render the volume an adequate text book, and ful: 


fill all requirements for most colleg@tors of Chinese coins. The sections 


‘devoted to Chinese Charms are especially valuable. 

| The coins of Japan, Cora and Annan fe included as they are part 
of the coliection, but they are hardly extensive enough to be of the 
— value to the seuaaint as is the Chinese section. A new departure in 


nose munismitios haa been Antroduced in the volume, i. e., the weights 
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